ECRN

EUROPEAN CHEMICAL
REGIONS NETWORK

Nord Est Sud Ouest

= INTERREG IlIC

PROJECT PART-FINANCED
BY THE EUROPEAN UNION

Ath ECRN Congress
Summartes of

Workshops

ECRN Association
Outlook 2007

New Projects
ChemSMFE
Investment Study
EQF Chemistry

Regional Profiles
Huelva
Rhineland-Palatinate

4th European
Congress of
Chemical Regions in
Tarragona

The 4" European Congress of Chemical
Regions took place on the 9 and 10 October
in Tarragona, Catalonia (Spain) providing a
platform to present the successes of the net-
work in the past three years and to discuss
future activities. More than 150 high-level
representatives from the worlds of politics,
science and industry discussed key aspects
of the European research agenda for chemi-
cal regions. Four workshops were organised
covering topics ranging from science and
innovation, sustainable development to dia-
logue with the chemical industry at regional
level - Public Communication and "Better
Regulation" for the chemical industry.

Mr. Jordi Valls, Minister of Employment
and Industry of Catalonia welcomed the
participants of the congress. Catalonia is the
leading Spanish chemical region and is also
a significant player on a European level.
The chemical industry is mainly located in
the area of Tarragona, which has expe-
rienced important levels of growth and
development in recent years. Alain Perroy,
General Secretary of Cefic, presented the
main challenges for the European chemi-
cal industry in the future, highlighting in
particular increased competetion from
Asia and the Far East, which will force
Europe to strengthen research and inno-
vation capacities in order to remain a
compelitive and sustainable location for

the chemical industry.
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During the General Assembly Dr. Reiner

Haseloff, Minister for Economy and Labour
of Saxony-Anhalt was elected as President
of the ECRN Association. Four additional
regions Ilanders (Belgium), Catalonia
(Spain), Limburg (Netherlands) and Ida Viru
(Estonia) were also accepted as new mem-
bers in the ECRN Association, which will
take over the work of the network from the
[nterreg project in the year 2007. Partners
agreed on the finances and structures of the
ECRN Association that will open an office in
Brussels in order to take an active voice in
the EU

Haseloft stated its strong commitment for

decision-making process. Dr.

the further development of the network. He
made particular reference to the prepara-
tory work of the High-Level-Group for
the chemical industry in the year 2007,
highlighting this as a key activity for the
ECRN to represent the interest of chemi-

cal regions in Europe.

UPCOMING ECRN ACTIVITIES

ECRN Executive Board and
Working Group Meeting

 February 2007

Brussels, Belgium
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ECRN Association is heading for 2007

As the INTERREG HIC Project ECRN 1is
ending in December 2006, the ECRN asso-
ciation is going lo take over aclivilies as sla-
keholder of European Chemical Regions.
Since the foundation of the ECRN e.V. as
an registered association based on German
law in October 2005, important decisions
have been taken concerning the administra-
tive structure and membership regulation.
Moreover, further chemical regions joined
the ECRN Association at the General
Assembly meeting, which took place on 9
November 2006 in Tarragona along the 4th
Congress of European Chemical Regions.
Accordingly, the ECRN e.V. comprises now
of 14 European chemical regions from
Germany, Spain, UK, The Netherlands,
Belgium, Estonia and Czech Republic.
Beyond this the ECRN is working together
with further chemical regions.

In year 2007 the ECRN will focus on the
fields: future design of EU Regional Policy,
Research  and Innovation, European
Chemical Policy (REACH) as well as EU
policy concerning energy and climate pro-
tection. Topics on which the ECRN has
already prepared position papers and decla-
rations in the past. Additionally, the ECRN
is involved in the preparatory work for the
High Level Group Chemistry, which is
going to start in 2" half of 2007.

The network also serves a platform for
participation in other EU programmes by
supporting the preparation of pilot pro-
jects for further exchange of experience

among chemical regions. Here the know-

ECRN - Links

Lower Saxony (Germany) ¢ Rhineland Palatinate (Germany)
www.niedersachsen.de

® European Chemical Regions Network .
www.ecrn.net
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how transfer between chemical regions of

the old and new EU member states con-
tributes to European integration and
compelitiveness of the whole European
Union. In this way, further enlargement
of network membership, particularly
with respect to chemical regions from the
new member slates is a central goal of the
ECRN.

For more information about the ECRN

Association please contact:

CONTACT

® Mrs. Catrin Gutowsky
Ministry of Economy and Labour
Saxony-Anhalt
Hasselbachstr. 4
39104 Magdeburg, Germany

T Tel.: +49 391 567 4452
Fax: +49 391 567 4450

P4 catrin.gutowsky@mw.lsa-net.de

Here you can also obtain a copy of the appli-
cation form, statute and membership fee

regulation.

Saxony-Anhalt (Germany) — Lead Partner
www.sachsen-anhalt.dé

North Rhine-Westphalia (Germany)
www.nrw.de

Tees Valley Joint Strategy Unit (UK)
www.teesvalley-jsu.gov.u

Government of Catalonia (Spain)
www.gencat.net

Voivodeship of Masowia (Polen)
www.mazovia.pl

Province of Limburg (The Netherlands)
www.limburg.nl

Piedmont Region (Italy)
www.regione.piemonte.it

County, Council of Huelva (Spain)
www.diphuelva.es

Lombardy Region Government (Italy)
www.artigianato.regione.lombardia.it
Ida Viru County Government (Estonia)
www.ivmy.ee

Principality of Asturias (Spain)
www.idepa.es

Cheshire County Council (UK)
www.cheshire.gov.uk

www.rlp.de

Schleswiij Holstein (Germany)
www.schleswig-holstein.de
Hesse (Germany)
www.hessen.de

Usli Region (Czech Republic)
www.kr-ustecky.cz

Flanders (Belgium)
www.flanders.be




Workshop 1 Science and Innovation in

Chemical Regions

lan MacKinnon, from the North East of
England, presented the results of the pro-
ject ChemSME that had the objective to
strengthen chemical clusters for the sup-
port of innovation and internationalisa-
tion of SMEs. He proposed a close colla-
boration in this area with the ECRN to
enlarge and sustain the impact of the work
in the future. Prof. Giuseppe Sironi pres-
ented mnovative solutions from energy
and chemicals from renewable sources in
Piedmont. Frans Pistorius, President of

DSM Netherlands spoke about the neces-

sity of partnerships for R&D and innova-
tion. His company has developed good
experience in this arca and is especially
looking towards the new EU Research
programmes. Jordi Cartanya spoke about
the role of scientific and technological
parks in the creation of innovative envi-
ronments- bringing together companies,
universilies and the regions to foster inno-
vation. Councillor Andrew Needham finally
summarised the workshop discussion
stressing in particular the potential of

joint cooperation projects in the future.

Workshop 2 Sustainable Development in

Chemical Regions

In workshop 2 the participants discussed the
topic of sustainable development in chemi-
cal regions. Mr Kendal, who co-ordinated
the ECRN study on land improvement, pro-
vided an overview of the study's findings
and outlined some of the problems. One of
the key findings is that public support is
needed to deal with some sites where cost
prohibits intervention by the private sector.
Mr Josep Anton Domeénech spoke about
contaminated land in Catalonia and risk
analysis as a measurement tool, which is the
basis for the regulator framework in the
Maria Bach

CEFIC's Responsible Care Programme. It

region. Josep presented
has the objective of improving health and

safety and the environment, promoling

better relationships and corporate respon-

sibility and improving communications.
Peter Jahns, Effizienz Agentur, North-Rhine
Westphalia explained examples to improve
resource efficiency in chemical supply
chains by Public Private Partnership.
Resource efficiency can increase profits and
protect the environment, especially for
SMEs. Luca Recchia from Federchimica
presented an example of land improvement
in Lombardia, where a former oil refinery
site in Milan was turned into an exhibition
and congress centre. Moderator Councillor
Tony Richmond stressed the importance of
further exchange of experience in the area
and welcomed the proposal for further

cooperation projects in the future.
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Workshop 3 Dialogue with the chemical indus-
try at regional level - Public Communication

Rolf Nettersheim, from DOW chemicals
in Lower Saxony presented the Strategic
Community Communication of his com-
pany in Germany. Open honest proactive
communication is necessary lo demon-
strate loyalty and build trust is essential in
any business communication be it with
the local authority, local communities or
other companies. Jos¢é Ramoén Fernandez
from AIQPA spoke about Collaboration
Associations and

between Chemical

Regional Development Agencies in
Asturias, where several activities such as
handbooks on health and safety or com-
munication between universities and com-

panies have been jointly implemented.

Maria Comellas, Ministry of Environment
and Housing of Catalonia spoke about the
collaboration agreement between the
Ministry and the Chemical Industry
Association of Tarragona that had the
objective to preserve and improve the
environment. Barbara Tosi (Piedmont)
explained the potential of a virtual reality
programme that simulates for risk preven-
tions at chemical parks. Jordi Farre,
University of Rovira, presented results of
multi-disciplinary research on the com-
munication of risks and its implications
for the imstitutional practice, highlighting
in particular the importance of risk com-

munication to the outside world.

Workshop 4 : Better Regulation in the

Chemical Industry

Workshop four of the congress covered the
discussion about the potentials of better
regulation for the chemical industry. The
initiative for Better Regulation was brought
forward by the European Commission in
an effort to simplify European legislation
and to avoid burcaucratic regulations in the
future. The chemical industry is especially
subject to numerous pieces of legislation
and regulations that can sometimes hinder
economic development. As such there is a
strong interest in participating in the
debate and providing concrete examples
from an industrial branch and regional
view. Victor Macia presented the results of
the ECRN Study on Environment and
Legislation. The need for coherent legis-
lation was underlined in the study. [PPC,
Air emissions, REACH and waste and
waler have been identified as interesting
topics for the future. Martin Feldmann
from North Rhine-Westphalia presented
the activities of his region in the Better
Regulation area. NRW has been active in
the REACH

impact assessment, the

European Qualification Iramework and
the Service Directive. Martin Feldmann
stated that regions have many ways of con-
tributing to the Better Regulation Initiative
and an improved inter-regional co-opera-
tion and co-ordinated action is possible.
Klaus

Commission

Berend from the European

presented  the  Belter
Regulation initiative and the next steps in
the process. He stressed that the
Commission is interested to take on board
views from all relevant stakeholders in the
process and welcomed the active participa-
tion of chemical regions. Vianney Schyns
explained the latest developments in the
area of emission trading and its impact on
the chemical industry. Improvements in
the area of windfall profits and new ent-
rants must be solved. The ECRN has pro-

posed to use ex-ante benchmarks for this

purpose.




Permeability in vocational education and
training - an example from chemistry

EQE

On 1 October 2006 the pilot project EQF
Chemistry, supported by EU programme
Leonardo da Vinei has started its work. 16
partners from 8 European countries want
to contribute to the implementation of the
European Qualification Framework (EQF)
related to the chemical industry.
Referring to the instrument EQF, the pro-
ject intends to give concrele answers Lo
questions
e of the permeability in vocational
education in different qualification
stages of non-academic training and
e of the permeability at the interface of

academic and non-academic training

for the chemistry sector.

On the basis of the detailed competence
profile for a "general operator", compiled
in the Leonardo da Vinei project "ECTS
for chemical workers", the qualification
profiles for some non-academic profes-
sions in chemistry on the one hand and the
studies for the "Bachelor of Chemistry”

and the "Bachelor of

Engineering” on the other hand will be

Chemical

adjusted and/or extended. In the result the
congruence between the different qualifi-
cation stages are worked out, for which
suggestions on mutual requirements are to
be submitted. Beyond that it is expected
that on the basis of the experiences gained
in the project first suggestions for a
generally valid methodical procedure for
the analysis and design of intersections in
academic and non-academic initial and
further training in other occupations can
be derived.

A further request of the project includes

the preparation and testing of a transnatio-

oSS

nal modularised training co-operation to
provide training in competences that are
certifiable in accordance with ECVET
criteria. Transnational offers for trainees
and for trainer will be created that make
it possible to complete learning sequen-
ces (modules), also with international
recognition, which cannot be realised in
the enterprise that the trainee works in.

The project EQF chemistry is very
interested in discussing the results of
cooperation with relevant stakeholders

from other European chemical regions.

ECTS FOR CHEMICAL WORKERS

Therefore constant information will be
disseminated and interested organisations

are invited to join the project activities.

More information on www.eqf-chemie.de;

www.ects-chemie.de

e Dr. Frank Schmidt,
Email F.Schmidt@ebg.de

Pilot projects

Education and Culture

Leonardo da Vinci






