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Dear members and friends of
the ECRN,

The summer break lays behind us
and September has arrived with
the ECRN internal meetings and
an open seminar on innovation in
our regions. We have gained much
ambition and new ideas from
these events - and we will keep up
with our work and the input from
our members.

Currently we are focused on the
preparation of our 7
the European Chemical Regions
which will take place on the 6
November in Liege (B). Innovation

wi || be the main
congress and we have a remark-
able agenda for this day with high
level speakers. The invitations are
sent out in September - and please
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forward these to interested

stakeholders in your region.

Innovation is and will stay an
important field for the ECRN.
This is why we want also to re-
flect on the projects on innova-
tion in our member regions
and how our regions have used
the Seventh Framework Pro-
gramme (FP7) as an example.
We will come back on this and
for now | wish you an enjoyable
lecture on our Inside News!

Best wishes,

Michael Hack

Director of the ECRN Network
Secretariat

www.ecrn.net

ECRN Team in September 2009!

2]

ECRN
September 2009

Inside this issue:

ECRN Affairs 2

ECRN Affairs 3

Recent Funding Calls 4
and Partner Search

Press Clippings 5
Press Clippings 6
Agence Europe 6
Summary

Agence Europe 7
Summary

Contact 8

EUROPEAN CHEMICAL
REGIONS NETWORK



ECRN Inside News

ECRN Affairs

Successful ECRN Seminar on Innovation and

guided visit

On the afternoon of the 17 " Sep-
tember 2009, with its seminar on
innovation in chemical regions
the ECRN started into the new
season after the summer break.
Speakers from the chemical in-
dustry, clusters, regional agen-
cies and European networks dis-
cussed with the participants cross
innovation, innovation networks
and open innovation in chemical
regions. After the seminar par-
ticipants had the chance to con-
tinue discussions and exchange
of experience in an informal set-
ting while profiting from Spanish
and Catalonian specialties which
were offered in cooperation with

Permanent Working Group meeting on 18
September

On the day after the skills working
group meeting and ECRN seminar
on innovation, thi
manent Working Group meeting
took place.

After the welcome and report from
the Director of the ECRN Secre-
tariat in Brussels, he  gave an over-
view on the upcoming ECRN events
in the next months, especially the
7" Congress and the MEP evening
in November. Then some ideas
concerning future cooperation de-
velopment within the ECRN were
discussed. They will be further de-
veloped in the coming months. At
the end of the PWG meeting,
member regions Lombardy and
Hesse shortly presented their cur-
rent

S

to ALIiving to

ECRN member region Catalonia.
The ECRN thanks all speakers and
participants for their active con-
tributions, member region Catalo-
nia for this culinary highlight and
Saxony -Anhalt for hosting the
event in Brussels!

In the morning of the same day,
essenscia Wallonia had invited
ECRN members to a guided visit
to the #ALiving Tom
tion project in Vilvoorde, where it
was demonstrated impressively
how sustainable living and work-
ing could look like in the future.
ECRN thanks essenscia Wallonia
for this interesting event.

th

focus on environmental issues
and after an announcement from
Saxony -Anhalt to present an up-
date on energy issues at the
next PWG meeting, the day
ended with a short resumé of
Clir Manley concerning the re-
sults of the first skills working
group meeting the day before.

The minutes of the PWG meeting
will be sent to ECRN members
by email.
In case of any questions, please
contact the ECRN Network Se-
cretariat.
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ECRN Seminar on Innovation on
17th Sept. 09

Members of ECRN at the Living
Tomorrow exposition in
Vilvoorde

= VNG

TOMORROW

Entrance of Living Tomorrow
exposition
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First meeting of ECRN Skills Working Group

In the morning of the 17
ber 2009, the first official meeting
of the ECRN skills working Group
took place in Brussels. After an in-
troduction by Clir Herbert Manley
from Cheshire, ECRN representa-
tives from Tees Valley and North
Rhine -Westphalia presented the
situations and examples of best
practice from their regions. After-
wards an open discussion followed
on which further steps ECRN re-

Count down for ECRN November events: 7
" Nov. and MEP Evening,

ECRN Congress on 6

Seminar and PWG meeting on 18

The preparation for the 7™ Con-

gress of the European Chemical
Regions which will this year take
place in Liége in cooperation with
our member region Wallonia is on
its way, and the official invitations
will be sent in the coming days.
For those interested in the current
draft agenda of the Congress, visit
the ECRN website! Two weeks af-
ter the Congress,
ond Parliamentary Evening will
take place on 18 ™
hosted by ECRN member region
North Rhine -Westphalia in their
Brussels office. After the very
positive response to the first MEP

" Septem-

November,

gions could put into practice to-
gether in order to foster skills
development in their regions.
At the end of the meeting a
roadmap was decided upon.

For more information on meet-
ing results and the next meeting
dates, please contact the
Cheshire region which is the
lead partner of the skills work-

ing group.

th

" Nov. 2009

Evening in February, we hope
to repeat this success. The
ECRN therefore needs the sup-
port from its member regions
which are kindly asked to pro-
mote the event among their re-
gional MEPs. On the same day,
also the last Permanent Work-
ing Group meeting of the year
will take place and furthermore,

t a seminar on recent policy de-

velopments is in planning.
Further information will be pro-
vided in the coming weeks.

In case of any questions, please
contact the ECRN Secretariat.

New face inside the Brussels Office

Dear Partners and Associates,

My name is Ruben Vanhees, | am 23 years old and | am Belgian and
this year | am about to start a master in European Business in Brus-
sels. To gain some work  -experience before my graduation, | decided to
join the ECRN team as an intern for about 3 months. Since | am inter-
ested in the European institutions and their policy, | think this intern-
ship can offer me some experience | need for my future career.

Ruben Vanhees, Trainee at ECRN.
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7th Congress of the European
Chemical Regions will take
place in in Liége/ Wallonia

MEP evening on the 18th of
November will be hosted by the
North-RhineWestphalian
Region.
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Rhone -Alpes is a producer of lavender in Europe,
and the lavender branch is now faced with the
registrations as "chemical sub-
-toxicity is in the case of

REACH process of
stances". Testing of eco
lavender oils and essences difficult to carry out,
however, since they consist of a huge range of
components, so a particular testing method is re-

quired.

Are there any other producers of lavender or es-
sential oils of the same family among the ECRN
member regions who face the same problems con-
cerning REACH and who would be interested in an

exchange of experience etc.?

If yes, or in case of any questions related to this
issue, please get in touch with the ECRN Secre-

Below you will find an up to date list for your infor-
mation about some recent calls for
Funding programs of potential relevance for the
ECRN members. It is a selection and makes no

lavender & REACH

member region
(hlutz@rhonealpes.fr ;

t hat further

among the regions!

Selection of Funding Calls

European

autumn 2009.

claim to be complete. These are some calls and

programs which could be worth to be looked at in

more detail, depending on regional priorities.

Rhén
Tel:

fical
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tariat or directly with Ms. Hortense Lutz from

e -Alpes

0033 (0)4 72
59 54 77) . Michael Hack mentioned the issue
at the last PWG meeting and also made clear

| s for

are very welcome and will be distributed

for the Lifelong Learning Programme (LLP), all
calls for 2009 are closed. The new calls for
applications for 2010 will be published only in

In case of any suggestions or questions,

please feel free to contact the ECRN Secre-

tariat.

For more details on the different programs, please
-addresses given. Please note that

refer to the web

Call Identifier

Call title

Funding Scheme

Elegibility Conditions

Deadline

Website

FP7-2010-NMP-ENV-ENERGY-ICT-Eeh

Energy-efficient Buildings

FP7-Cooperation

applicable under certain conditions to non-profit bodies, secondary and higher
education establishments, research organisations and SMEs

03-Nov-09|

http://cordis.europa.eu/fp7/dd/|
index.cfm?fuseaction=UserSite.
CooperationDetailsCallPagedc
all_id=290

FP7-NMP-2010-EU-Mexico

Nanosciences, Nanotechnaologies,
Materials and new Preduction
Technologies

FP7-Cooperation

applicable under certain conditions to nen-profit bodies, secondary and higher
education establishments, research organisations and SMEs

15-Dec-09|

http:/fcordis.europa.eu/fpT/dd/
index.cim?fuseaction=Usersite.
CooperationDetailsCallPagedc
all_id=277

FP7-NIMP-2010-EU-USA

Theme 4-NMP - Nanosciences,
Nanotechnologies, Materials and
new Production Technologies - EU-
United States

FP7-Cooperation

applicable under certain conditions to nen-profit bodies, secondary and higher
education establishments, research organisations and SMEs

30-Nov-09|

http:/fcordis.europa.eu/fp7/de/
index.cfm?fuseaction=Usersite.
CooperationDetailsCallPagedc
all_id=276

FP7-REGIONS-2010-1

Regions of knowledge calls

FP7-Capacitites

applicable under certain conditions to non-profit bodies, secondary and higher
education establishments, research organisations and SMEs

14-Jan-10]

http:/fcordis.europa.cu/fp7/de/
index.cfm?fuseaction=UserSite.
CapacitiesDetailsCallPage&eal
_id=211

par
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Press clippings

MEPs rescue EU chemicals agency from
financial mire

As stated on Euractiv on 3 Septem-
ber 2009, the European Chemicals
Agency (ECHA) responsible for im-
plementing the new EU laws on
chemicals has been saved from fi-
nancial paralysis after the European
Parliament voted to overrule na-
tional governments' attempts to
force a 0u4.7

The EU regulation on the Registra-
tion, Evaluation and Authorization
of Chemicals (REACH) was agreed
in December 2006. It will ultimately
cover all chemicals placed on the
European market, including ‘old’
products commercialized prior to
1981 before health and safety test-
ing was required.

The European Chemicals Agency,

millio

which is based in Helsinki, was es-
tablished in 2007 to implement
REACH and has begun its work
with a staff of over 300. This was
envisaged to reach 320 by the end
of 2009, with a further 102 to be
added in 2010.

ECHA is due to become an inde-

nperBjeuntda gncy in 2010 and its

income will then be derived from

fees paid by companies registering
products under the REACH proc-
ess. In November 2010, compa-
nies will have to submit full regis-

tration for ‘old'" chemicals, thus

expanding the role of the chemi-

cals agency.

For more information, please refer
to www.euractiv.com/en/science

Study claims that chemical industry proposes
effective tools for climate protection

As stated on the Cefic website, the
International Council of Chemical
Associations (ICCA), hosted in
Rome by the Italian Parliament and

the Italian Government, has pub-
lished a global report on the carbon

life cycle analysis of chemical prod-

ucts.

This report, with independent ana-
Iytical work done by Mc Kinsey con-
sultancy, claims that greenhouse
gas emission savings enabled by the
chemical industry are more than
doubl e the indust
report therefore concludes that the
chemical industry can bring effec-
tive climate protection and helps
this Decemberos
tiations on climate change to de-
liver.

As the G8 members have
agreed to observe the tempera-
ture target, time has come for
an appropriate climate protec-
tion toolbox, as Cefic states.
According to Cefic, the publica-
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been averted

tion of the repor 'S
for Greenhouse Gas Reduc-
ti onso, made in cdnn _ h

the Major Economies Forum on
Energy and Climate meeting in
L6Aqui l a, shows h
products may provide efficient
tools for a sustainable develop-

Y Cment of mankind with respect

to its environment.

ICCA President Christian

C o p Jourquin, CEO of Solvay, said:
highl i

AThis study
role of the chemical ...

ICCA has published a global re-
port on the carbon life cycle analy-
sis of chemical products

lghts the vital




