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Dear members of the ECRN,

June is a month for the ECRN Se-
cretariat in which we are fully
committed to the preparation of
our events after the summer
break. The 7 ™ Congress in Liége
has now its frame, as well as the
Seminar on Innovation in Sep-
tember.

At our Junebs Per mi
Group Meeting we presented the
ideas and drafts of these events,

as well as how we continue with
the discussion of
ment o wi t hin our
Here, we established a working
group on skills which will be led

by the ECRN member region
Cheshire. The process we drafted
with a working group on a specific
issue could in the future also be
used for the formation of expert
teams on other topics of our net-
work.

When member regions commit
themselves to take the lead in a
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field of common interest, the
engagement of our regions be-
comes more visible. Examples
can already be found: Besides
Cheshireds respon
skills, Saxony -Anhalt will again
report on energy at our next
PWG, and North -Rhine West-
phalia offers expertise in REACH

- all of this makes our network
vivid.

Our network lives from the in-
put of our members and their
commitment to the ECRN.

We look therefore forward to
include your input in our topics
and in our events.

The opportunities are there - let

us use them!

Best wishes,

Michael Hack
Director of the ECRN Network
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ECRN Inside News

ECRN Affairs

PWG meeting in Cheshire Office, Brussels on
June 12 ™, 2009

On 12 ™ June 2009, this year's
second Permanent Working
Group meeting took place in
Brussels, hosted by ECRN mem-
ber region Cheshire in its Brus-
sels Office.

After a report of activities by the

Director Michael Hack and a
short overview on current en-
ergy issues from member region
Saxony -Anhalt, the planning of
the upcoming events and the
handling of several thematic is-

sues was at the centre of the
meeting. Concerning the topic
iskills devel
ECRN working group was set up
in which Cheshire will take the

opment ¢

lead. At the end of the session,
participants had the chance to
listen to the presentations of
guest speakers from the Euro-
pean Commission, one con-
cerning EU -funding in the skills
T area.

The minutes of the meeting will
be sent to our members by
email in the coming days. In
case of any questions, please
contact the ECRN Secretariat.

_The ECRN thanks member re-
gion Cheshire for hosting this
event!

ECRN Seminar on Innovation and guided
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Permanent working group
meeting in Cheshire office

tour to ALiIiving tomorrowo gxhibiti
on September 17 th 2009 in Brussels,
followed by PWG meeting on the September

18 th

on pro

On 17" September 2009 at 2
p.m., the Catalonian Office in Brus-
sels will host our first seminar after
the summer break, which will
cover the area of cross innovation
in different branches and the con-
cept of open innovation being ap-
plied in chemical regions.

Before the seminar, from 12 noon
i 1:30 p.m., essenscia offers ECRN
members the chance to have a
gui ded visit t o

r o wio exhibition project, an inno-
vative meeting
place for companies and a location

- and presentation

to get to know future trends in
working and living. This day will
be followed by a PWG meeting
on the 18 " September.

Further details on the visit tour,
seminar and the PWG meeting
will be sent to you soon. For
more information
Tomorrowbo pr oj
http://www.livtom.be/.

t h eln case of any questions, con-

tact the ECRN Secretariat
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ECRN Seminar on Innovation hosted by
Catalonia and guided tour hosted by
essenscia on 17th September 2009

check
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ECRN Affairs

7th Congress of the European Chemical

Regions on November 6

th 2009: status

update

The preparations for the 7 ™

Congress of the European
Chemical Regions which will
take place on 6 ™ November
2009 in Liege/ Wallonia are on-
going. This year's thematic fo-
cus is on AChemi
cubators for i
there will be several discussion
rounds covering different as-
pects and answers to this topic.
Furthermore, the Congress will

cal
nnov

be an excellent occasion to
meet relevant stakeholders
from all over Europe and ex-
change opinions and experi-
ence. A
email has already been sent
and the official invitations will
be sent soon.

In case of any questions,
please contact the ECRN Net-
work Secretariat.

Advance notice: Next General Assembly
Meeting and first PWG of 2010 on February
25" and 26 ™, 2010 in Brussels

The next General Assembly Meeting
will take place on 26 ™ February
2010 and will be hosted by the Ba-
varia Brussels Office. It will be
combined with a PWG meeting
which will take place the day be-
fore, on 25 " February, also in Brus-
sels.

Since the General Assembly meet-
ing is the most important internal
ECRN meeting of the year, we

would like to kindly ask our

members to note this date in

their agendas already now and

to try their best to ensure that

all 20 ECRN member regions

will be presented in this meet-

ing, as important decisions will

have to be taken. In case of any
questions, please
to get back to us.
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7th Congress of the European
Chemical Regions will take
place in in Liége/ Wallonia

ECRN

EUROPEAN CHEMICAL
REGIONS NETWORK

Next General Assembly Meeting will
take place on February 25th , 2010.
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Selection of Funding Calls

EUROPEAN CHEMICAL
REGIONS NETWORK

Continuing this month you will find an up to date the deadlines are quite close. For more details
list for your information about some recent calls for on the different programs, please refer to the
European Funding programs of potential relevance web -addresses given. In case of any sugges-
for the ECRN members. It is a selection and makes tions or questions, please feel free to contact
no claim to be complete. By offering this new ser- the ECRN Secretariat.

vice, we would like to just point to some calls and
programs which we think could be worth to be
looked at in more detail, even though sometimes

Call Identfier Cal tile Funding Scheme Eleghiity Conditions Deadine  Website
FPT - PEOPLE This action addresses cooperation programmes between
MARIE CURIE INDUSTRY- | Support for training one or more noncommercial research institutions (e.g.
ACADEMIA PARTNERSHIPS |and career universites/research centres) and one or more commercial http:/fcordis.europa.euffp7/d
AND development of enterprises from at least two diferent Member States or clindex.cim?fuseaction=UserS
FP7-PEOPLE-2009-IAPP PATHWAYS researchers Associated countries. 27/07/2009  |ite.FP7CalsPage
EIT - Europe The proposed KIC must contain at least three independent
Innovation and partner organizations established in at least three Member
Technology Program | States. This first call has three priority areas:
offers calls for A climate change mitigation and
proposals on KIC A sustainable energy
(Knowledge A future information and commun http:/feit.europa.eu/fleadmin/
INNOVATION A Innovation Athough a KIC proposal may span across areas, the KIC Content/Downloads/PDF/kics/
KIC Website TECHNOLOGY Communities). must address one of these priorities. 27/08/2009  [KICS call 2009_04_02.pf
The Commission, Al appicants must be legal entities, whether public or
through the Executive  |private, established in the territory of the EU
Agency for Member States, Norway, lceland, Liechtenstein and
Competitivenessand  [Croatia.The objective of the Inteligent Energy - Europe
Innovation (EACI), Programme s to contrioute to secure, Sustainable and
plans to grant funds competiively priced energy for Europe, by providing for
which are actionl:
complementary to A to foster energy efficiency
contrioutions made by~ {resources;
the beneficiary, the A to promote new and renewabl
national, regional or support energy diversification; http:/fec.europa.eulenergy/in
bcalauthortiesandlor  [A to promote energy efficiency teligent/cal_for_proposaks/do
CIP-IEE-2009 INTELLIGENT ENERGY  |other bodies. renewable energy sources in transport. 25/06/2009  |c/call 2009_en.pdf
The ICT Policy Support  |Participation in the programme is opento
Programme (or ICT organisations from all EU member states and
PSP) aims at other countries having a specfic agreement to
stimulating innovation  |participate in ICT PSP.The focus has been put on addressing:
and compettiveness i the challenge of future netwo
through the wider i the contribution of ICTs tow
uptake and bestuseof |i the need to face the challeng http:/fec.europa.eu/informati
ICT by citizens, innovation and research on_society/actwitiesfict_psp/
ICTPOLICY SUPPORT | govemments and i the need to develop a long-te documentsfict_psp_wp2009.
ICT PSP - 2009 PROGRAM husinesses. in the digital environment. 02/06/2009 | pdf
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Press clippings
European Chemical Industry to Improve in
2010

According to an article published on
June 8™ at the Chemical Weekly
Cefic says it expects output in the
chemical industry, excluding phar-
maceulticals, to decline by 11% this
year and show growth again in
2010. "Expectations for 2010 show
growth of 5% compared to 2009".
The European chemical industry
has been very severely hit by the
economic crisis. The latest indica-
tors show a considerable fall in ca-
pacity utilization and investment,
with some sectors, including basic
inorganics, petrochemicals, and
polymers, particularly badly af-
fected. The slump in demand from
downstream markets has forced
sharp reductions in output and
some temporary plant closures, Ce-
fic says.

Most sectors have reached bottom,
however, and there are "some
early signs of improvement" includ-
ing the reopening of plants and

production lines. Reversal of the
recent de -stocking at all levels of
supply chain should give a stimu-
lus, Cefic says. However, The pat-
tern of recovery remains uncertain
as underlying demand is still very
weak and production will remain

low compared with the pre  -crisis
level. Most chemical sub -sectors

will show an upward trend next
year and experience an improve-
ment compared to 2009. After an
initial rebound led by restocking,
underlying demand is expected to
stabilize in 2010 rather than show
a swift upward trend and it will
take some years before production
returns to the pre  -crisis level.

For more information refer to the
article:

http://www.chemweek.com/
regions/western_europe/European

-Chemical -Industry -to-Improve -in-

2010_19397.html

The First Helsinki Chemicals Forum starts

According to an article published on
t he i Suomen
the first Helsinki Chemicals Forum
has just finished at the Helsinki Ex-
hibition and Convention Centre.

Klaus Berend of the European Com-

mission st at es thehcammunit

cation and shaping of data between
different stakeholders and appropri-
ate regulations are relevant means
for ensuring that chemicals are pro-
duced and used safely. The chemi-
cal sector has great potential for
helping the world to achieve sus-
tainable growth and a cleaner envi-
ronmento.

The panelists of the Competitive-
ness and Innovation Session noted
that in this challenging economic

situation the new innovations by

Me s s ut"o the chemical sector should be

based on customer needs. Value
chain clusters are needed for
effective development work.
Long term development is pos-
sible only if short term innova-
tion has good financial return,
as well as new business models
and supply chains need to be
developed through innovation to
meet the challenges of climate
change and sustainability.

For more information refer to
the article:
http://finnexpo.multiedition.fi/
wwwcem/cem/program/
Materials/HCF_summary.pdf
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Chemical
pected to stabilize in 2010; however, it
would take some years before produc-

tion return to precrisis levels

I ndustry?o:

Helsinki Chemicals Forum 2010
will take place from May 20th to
21st 2010.
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Press Clippings
Companies race to meet EU chemicals
legislation deadline

According to an article published
inthe ICIS on June2 ™
companies producing or import-
ing substances in quantities of
above 1,000 tones have to be
registered by the end of 2010.

Liisa Rapeli -Likitalo, manager of
the Reach competence center at
Finland's bel
amount of work involved, plus
some sizable obstacles, could
make it a rough r

Companies are creating sub-
stance -related forums and semi-
nars throughout Europe so they
can share data and prepare joint
registrations but the vast number

of substances that have been
preregistered is hampering the
process.

There are common concerns, par-
ticularly among small and me-
dium -sized enterprises (SMES),
about whether it will be possible
to meet next year's deadline for
registration. The process of
matching up companies that have
pre -registered the same sub-
stances to create the substance
information and exchange forums
(SIEFs) commenced earlier this
year, following the preregistration
deadline at the end of 2008.

The high number of substance
preregistrations applications is
making communication among
SIEF members extremely difficult.

The EU had been expecting pre-
registrations of just 30,000 sub-

stances but the European Chemi-
cals Agency (ECHA), which is re-
sponsible for running the Reach
program, says about 140,000
substances were preregistered. It
is estimated that about 55,000

need to be registered by 2010.

The higher -than -expected num-
ber of preregistrations applica-
tions not only poses a serious

, chemical

eves

de

problem for the effective imple-
mentation of Reach, but also
increases the likelihood that
ECHA will be over -funded, ac-
cording to the CBA, whose
members are mainly SMEs.
Therefore, a new mechanism is
needed to review the Reach
fees, particularly given the
worsening economic situation.

Many agree that the size of the
workload is overwhelming for
all the parties, particularly for
the lead registrants responsible
for compiling the data and sub-
mitting the registration dossiers
for each SIEF. In particular,
there is a huge amount of work
involved in preparing, for each
substance, the robust toxicol-
ogy summary and use descrip-
tor, which involves asking all
downstream customers what
they are doing with that sub-
stance.

But despite all the hurdles,
many remain optimistic that
companies will meet the 2010
registration deadline. "Reach is
a piece of legislation that the
industry can't be seen to fail
in," says Dave Buckland, corpo-
rate regulatory affairs manager
at Netherlands -based AkzoNo-
bel. "The credibility of the
chemical industry rests upon
this. If you don't get your regis-
tration, you stop production.”

For more information refers to
the article:

http://www.icis.com/
Articles/2009/06/08/9221131/
companies -race -to-meet -eu-
chemicals -legislation -
deadline.html

EUROPEAN CHEMICAL
REGIONS NETWORK

Chemical companies have a year
to register substances in quantities
of above 1,000 tones under
Europe's new Reach legislation.

REACH processes are designed to
provide additional information on
chemicals to ensure safe use as well as
to ensure competitiveness of the EU.
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