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Dear members and friends of the ECRN,

First of all | thank all of you
who participated in our February
events in Brussels and Milan for
your contribution!

We had a challenging program
for the beginning of the year with
the fine -tuning of the planning for
2009, the organization of our Par-
liamentary Evening and our Gen-
eral Assembly.

Our Permanent Working Group
meeting in Milan was an excellent
start with fruitful discussion of
our plans including the strategy
to address the new elected Euro-
pean Parliament and the new
Commission with a position paper
and concrete actions like our
planed Parliamentary Evening on
the 18 " November. Our
Lombardian partners welcomed
us with a remarkable program
including a networking dinner
with representatives from Feder-
chimica and a highly interesting
visit to Mapei industry.

Already our Parliamentary Eve-
ning on the 18 ™ February was a
success: We welcomed about 10
MEPs and representatives from

industry, Commission and our
member regions in the excellent
location Scotland Europa Con-
ference Center in Brussels. On
the 19 ™ we continued with our
General Assembly in which we
took all necessary decisions to
lead our network to a successful
year. From the Secretariat, we
look especially forward to coop-
erate closely with our new
elected Vice -President Massimo
Buscemi from Lombardy region.

We thank our host and mem-
ber region Scotland for the ex-
cellent organization, support
and hospitality during these two
days and highly appreciate this
first opportunity to contribute to
our network!

Best wishes,

Michael Hack

Director of the ECRN Network
Secretariat

ECRN Team at the General Assembly meeting
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ECRN Affairs

Successful Parliamentary Evening
in Scotland House in Brussels

The Parliamentary Evening of
the European Chemical Regions
which was hosted by ECRN
member region Scotland on 18
February 2009 had a very good
response: Over 60 participants
took the chance to get together
with MEPs from the chemical
regions and to discuss different
issues of relevance in the nice
atmosphere of the Scotland
House Conference Center in
Brussels.

Speeches were given by the
head of the Scottish Govern-
ment in Brussels Donald Hen-
derson, ECRN President Dr.
Reiner Haseloff, MEP Fiona Hall,
Caroline Strain, Head of Scottish

Enterprise's Chemical Sciences

Team and ECRN Vice -President

Tony Richmond O.B.E.

In the speeches the impor-
tance of the regional perspective
also for European decision mak-
ers was stressed and the partici-
pants therefore encouraged to
deepen dialogue and coopera-
tion.

We thank our member region
Scotland for hosting this event
and all other members who
helped to make it a success by
spreading the invitations to their
MEPs!

The next Parliamentary evening
is planned for 18 "™ November
2009.

General Assembly Meeting in Brussels,
19 " February 2009

On the morning after the MEP
evening, in the Scotland House
in Brussels the ECRN General
Assembly Meeting 2009 took
place. Over 40 representatives
from all ECRN member regions
attended the most important
internal ECRN meeting of the
year in order to review the year
2008 and to decide on activities
and budget for the year 2009.
Furthermore, several elections
were held: Dr. Reiner Haseloff
was re -elected ECRN President
and after a proposal of Vice
President Karl -Uwe Butof to in-
crease the number of Vice
Presidents from two to three
which  was unanimously ac-

cepted by the Assembly, Mr.
Massimo Buscemi from Lom-
bardy was elected third ECRN
Vice-President (apart from Mr.
Butof and Tony Richmond). The
detailed minutes from the Gen-
eral Assembly meeting will be
provided.

From the Secretariat, we
congratulate our President Dr.
Haseloff and our new Vice
President Mr. Buscemi to their
elections.

The ECRN thanks all mem-
bers for their participation and
input and we are looking for-
ward to another successful year
for our organization!
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Successful first PWG meeting of 2009 in Milan

On 6" February 2009, the first sight into this long  -established
PWG meeting of the year 2009 ltalian company producing
took place in Milan, hosted by building materials
ECRN member region Lom- '

bardy. On the evening before the

PWG meeting, the partners in
Milan had organized a network-
ing dinner with several repre-
sentatives from Federchimica
where the participants from the
chemical regions had the
chance of interesting informal
discussions and exchanges of
experience with the Italian Fed-
eration of the Chemical Indus-

After a report of activities
given by the Director Michael
Hack, the ECRN events planned
for the first half of 2009 and es-
pecially the agenda of the up-
coming General Assembly meet-
ing were discussed and pre-
pared. The participation of Asse-
sore Massimo Buscemi at the
meeting was especially appreci- try.
ated. In the afternoon, a very The ECRN thanks our mem-
interesting  visit to Milano - ber region Lombardia for the
founded Mapei industry gave great hospitality and all partici-
the opportunity to have an in- pants for their input!

ECRN Secretariat organises informal meeting

on ACooperation for skil!/
social partners, industry and the regions
working toget h® Februaoy20049 8

On the afternoon before the regions joined the debate.
MEP evening, the ECRN Secre- Ideas were raised and dis-
tariat had invited representa- cussed and especially two top-
tives from the European Social ics were identified which will be
Partners, regions and academia followed further in June at the
to an informal brain  -storming on next meeting in Brussels: aging
topics of common relevance society and the consequences
which could be pushed forward of the financial crisis.
in the future as cooperation pro-
jects. Catherine Beudon from
the European Chemical Employ-
ers Group (ECEG), Reinhard
Reibsch from the European guestions concerning the meet-
Mine, Chemical and Energy ing and the issues discussed,
Wor kersd Federati on please feel free to contact the
well as representatives from CE- ECRN Secretariat.

FIC and several ECRN member

A more detailed report on the
meeting will be sent to our
members via email. For any
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