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|. Introduction of the Director of the ECRN Network Secretariat

Dear reader,

With this publication we report about our activities in the last year and highlight the major points of
our work.

2009 was a challenging and eviemh year for our association.

The year was framely our contribution at the HL@Gnd2 dzNJ | & 42 OA | ( ANugh@aus O2 NB |
events, seminars and congresses were oiggeh by us and our partnerdit these eventswe
presented our networkour positionsand last but not least pronted our regions

We were successful in the disseminatiorttog results of the High Level Group on Chemicals in which
we played a respected role. Due to this, we were considered by the European Commissien to co
organise the Followp conference itJsti Our role in the hemicalscene in Europevasfurthermore
underlined at our annual congresswhich isa set point in the agendeof chemical stakeholders in
Europe. \ organizedhis 7" Congress of the European Chemical Regiogsther with our member
region Walloniain Liégein November 2009zy RS NJ i K S heinidl Regidngirubatots for
LYy2@8FGA2yéd

Our relations to the European Parliament were another focus of our work. gilitical messages
and positions were transported via our Parliamentary Evenings in Brussels, which we held in
February and Novembel0R9.

Furthermore,members ofthe ECRN succesdfué | LJILX A SR dzy RSNJ G4KS | aaz2O0Al
LYGSNNB3I LINR 280G &/ akteWegibndmai 20106 KA OK At € &G NI

We cansummarize 2009 was a successful and challenging year for our associationnvantbok
forward to continue our cooperation in 2010, which will be highlighted by durC®ngress in
Brussels o™ October 2010.

We thank our active and contributing members for our cooperation in 2009 and all the efforts you
put in our network.

Sincerely yours,

Michael Hack
Director of the ECRN Network Secretariat



[I. General information on the European Chemical Regions Network

In order to give the chemical regions in Europe a strong voice towards European policymakers and to
fosterexchangg 2 F SELISNASYOS |yR 68ad LINI OGAOS 2y | gA
/| KSYAOIt wS3IA2ya bSiNIERREG Ib®ptojedi ib 2084a yeMdilBeR thé & | Y
ECRNvas set up as a permanent association under German law and wéetwark secretariat in

Brussels. The aim wasfurther build on the added valuprovided by a strong joint representation

of the common interests in the EU decisioraking process and by working on joint solutions

concerning common challenges: feassemore awareness for the regional dimension of chemicals

policy with those involved in the shaping of policies in Eurépénd efficient ways to imgment EU
legislation, to improve theompetitiveness of the chemical regioaad therefore safeguard th

sustinable development athemical sites, to use new framework conditions in a most efficient way

and, and to cope with changes of business structures and culture and globalization.

tKSasS 20SNrft AYa oSNB Ifaz2 Ay tshakifsrdpanviza 2 F H N
make clearAs thematicpriorities, the ECRN has decided to put a special fonuke areas of

innovation, Igistics and skills development as they currently are of special importance for the

European chemical regions.

By the end 02009the network consisted of 20 member regions from 9 different European countries
(see Annex IPresentECRN President is the Minister of Economy and Labour of SAxtajt, Dr.
Reiner Haseloff.



[1l. Activities and achievements in 2009

111.1 Offering a platform for exchange of information and best practice: ECRN events in 2009

Enabling and facilitating exchange of opinion and experience among the ECRN mancbeith
other chemical stakeholdeis an essential task of the ECRN. That is Wwayetwork alsan 2009
regularly organized differerdvents where members could eadigtin touch with each otheand
with representatives from industry, European and national in§tihs, science and associatiofifie
ECRN external eventsth participants from all over Europtirthermoreincreased even further the
Europeanwide recognition of the network ake stakeholder of the regional interests in the
European chemical sector.

A. Internal meetings

The ECRN looks back on four productive meetings dPeéhmanent Working Group (PWGH 2009:
On 6" Februaryin Milano/Lombardy (host: Lombardydn 12" June irBrussels (host: Cheshire)
18" September irBrussels (host: ECRfice) and orl8" November, also inBrussels (host: North
RhineWestphalia)

Atthese meetings, ECRN members were informed on recent activities and events of the network by
the Director of the ECRN Secretaaatording to the annual working plahey prepared the

meetings of the Executive Board and the General Asseamual\discussedpcoming projects and
initiatives.

Permanent Working Group in
February 2009

In orderto enablea most effective dialogue oapecific topic®f special ECRN relevanoe2009the
ECRNet up the idea oéstablisting specific working groupsFacing the vivid interest of some
members in deeper engagement in areaskills, he first working groupwas set upon skills
developmentandmet for the firsttime on 17" September 2009, following a public skills meeting
with external stkeholders in Februarfsee belowgnd an internakkills discussion withithe PWG
meeting in June



On 19" February 2009, the annual ECBBneral Assembly Meetingok plae in the Scotland

House in Brusseltwasii K S vy S iinastanipdriend internal evet of the year, since the General
Assemblydecidedofficially on working andiodget plan of the associatioand onthe strategic

direction the network should take for the year to confde high number of participantsom all 20

ECRN member regions and the vivid contributions@miments during the meeting underlined
oncemorethel G4 G NI OGA@SySaa 2F GKS 9/ whctivéBconfridutelto | y R K
the furtherdevelopment and growth of the network

Ny

ECRN General Assembly Meeti
February 2009

Apart from the PWG me#tgs and the General Assembiyeetings of theECRN Executive Board
took place in April and November (18pril and ' November) Among the decisions takesy the
Boardwasthe final adoption otwo joint ECRNleclaratiors which werethen addressed to European
policymakers and chemical g&holders on the occasion of the HEBllowup Conference in Usti
nad Labem in April and thé"Tongress of the European Chemical Regions in Liége in Novértheer.
declarations will be mentioned in more detail beldwurthermore, at the Executive Board ating

on 8" November in Liéganot only the approval of a latestinding application project could be
announcedjn which many ECRN members are invoeed ECRN President Dr. Reiner Hasellsih
informed the Board members on the official application for ECRN membership of eheevical
region. After having gonéarough the approval procedure, the ECRN will probably welcome its 21st
member at the beginning of 2010.

Executive Board Meeting in Usti,
April 2009



Apart fromthe meetings mentioned above, albdateral meetingsbetween the ECRN Secretariat
andindividual member regions regularly took place over the year in Blasiasd in the regions. In
thesebilateral meetings specific needs and strategies of the regiontd be addressenh a more
informaland individualvay and the results be presented at the PWG meetings.

Summarizing the different internal ECRN events of 2009, it can be said that thheugdgular

personal contact, the exchange of experience and the joint development of strategic priorities and
projects on the basis of these meetings, in 2009 ECRN members have developed even closer ties with
each other and thereby put the cooperationtianin the retwork on even an higher level

B. Public events

The most important public ECRMent in the first half of the year 2009 was thRellow-up
Conference to the High Level Group on the Chemical Indysttyich took place in April anghich
wilbepreSY i SR Ay Y2NB RSGFAf dzyRSNJ G4KS AGSY al A3IK |

Referring to the fact that skills is one of the three priority issues for the EGRBbiuary, the ECRN
organized astakeholdermeetingfor the area of skills development and lifelong learning
Representatives from the Europeaacial partners, industry and trdhemicalregionsmet in
Brussels to discuss possibilities éooperationin the field ofskills developmentThis meeting set the
basis for a (internal)follow-up meeting on skills idune and the first meeting oh&aCRN skills
working group in September, as mentioned above.

Lyy2@FGA2y 060SAy3 | y2iKSN @S Niesinthekdohdhalfopoo@2 Odza 2 T
two important public events were devoted to this topithefirst innovation event took placei

Septemberwhen ECRIM cooperation with member region @Gdonia and Essenscia Wallonie

organizeda seminar on innovationin Brussels. Speakers and participants from regions, clusters,

associations and chemical industry discussed cross innovation, innovation networks and open

innovation in chemical regions. The seminar wasbined with a guided tour through the exhibition

PNR 2SO0 & A divivBordevihefimidiBtigesand sustainable ways of futuife and

work environmentsvere impressively presentdd order toattract young people to the field of

chemicals
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ECRN Seminar on innovation in September 2 ECRN Seminar participantsoa{ A DA
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As the highlight of the second half of the yealsothe 7" Congress of the European Chemical

Regionsput innovation in the main focus. The congréssk place on 8 Novemberin Liége and was

co-organizel with member region Wallonig. Yy RSNJ G KS KS | RA ycgncubdioks$ol A OF £ w S
AYy20FGA2y¢é Y2NB GKIYy mnn OKSYAOFET aidl 1SK2t RSNA
national and European institutions, industry, sciennd associations discussed in different panels

with highlevel speakers in what ways European regaresmoving forward to implement iravative

and sustainable ways to ensure competitiveness of the chemical séci&®CRN Congress

Declaration orcurrent economic challengewas adopted and disbuted among the participants,

which will mentioned in more detail below.

7™ Congress of the European Chemi
Regions

Michael Hack, Director of ECRN Secretariat, with- Vic
President of th&Valloon Government and Minister of
Economy, Jea@laude Marcourt

Taking into account theurrentimportant political and structural changes in Europe after the

Parliamential eleebns in June, theoming into power of the Lisbon Treand the new Eurpean
Commissiorabout to assume office in January 2010, in November 2009 the ECRN organized a

seminar on recent policy developmenia cooperation with member region North Rhitéestphalia

in BrusselsTwo representatives from the European Parliament andif CEFIC, thus representing

the political andchemicaf 20 6 @ A a1 Qa LR Ayl 2F @GASHI LINBASYGSR i
and activities concerning European developments in the years to comalsogiot actively engaged

in the following debate witlseminarparticipants.



























