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I. Introduction of the Director of the ECRN Network Secretariat 

 

Dear reader, 

With this publication we report about our activities in the last year and highlight the major points of 

our work.  

2009 was a challenging and eventful year for our association. 

The year was framed by our contribution at the HLG and ƻǳǊ ŀǎǎƻŎƛŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ ŎƻǊŜ ŀŎǘƛƻƴǎΦ Numerous 

events, seminars and congresses were organised by us and our partners. At these events, we 

presented our network, our positions and last but not least promoted our regions. 

We were successful in the dissemination of the results of the High Level Group on Chemicals in which 

we played a respected role. Due to this, we were considered by the European Commission to co-

organise the Follow-Up conference in Ústí. Our role in the chemical scene in Europe was furthermore 

underlined at our annual congress - which is a set point in the agendas of chemical stakeholders in 

Europe. We organized this 7th Congress of the European Chemical Regions together with our member 

region Wallonia in Liège in November 2009 ǳƴŘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ƘŜŀŘƭƛƴŜ ά/hemical Regions- Incubators for 

LƴƴƻǾŀǘƛƻƴέΦ 

Our relations to the European Parliament were another focus of our work. Our political messages 

and positions were transported via our Parliamentary Evenings in Brussels, which we held in 

February and November 2009. 

Furthermore, members of the ECRN successfulƭȅ ŀǇǇƭƛŜŘ ǳƴŘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ŀǎǎƻŎƛŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ ǳƳōǊŜƭƭŀ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ 

LƴǘŜǊǊŜƎ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘ ά/ƘŜƳ/ƭǳǎǘέ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǿƛƭƭ ǎǘŀǊǘ at the beginning of 2010. 

We can summarize: 2009 was a successful and challenging year for our association and we look 

forward to continue our cooperation in 2010, which will be highlighted by our 8th Congress in 

Brussels on 7th October 2010. 

We thank our active and contributing members for our cooperation in 2009 and all the efforts you 

put in our network. 

 

Sincerely yours, 

Michael Hack 

Director of the ECRN Network Secretariat 
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II. General information on the European Chemical Regions Network 

 

In order to give the chemical regions in Europe a strong voice towards European policymakers and to 

foster exchangeǎ ƻŦ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜ ŀƴŘ ōŜǎǘ ǇǊŀŎǘƛŎŜ ƻƴ ŀ ǿƛŘŜ ǊŀƴƎŜ ƻŦ ǊŜƭŜǾŀƴǘ ƛǎǎǳŜǎΣ ǘƘŜ ά9ǳǊƻǇŜŀƴ 

/ƘŜƳƛŎŀƭ wŜƎƛƻƴǎ bŜǘǿƻǊƪέ ό9/wbύ ǎǘŀǊǘŜŘ ŀǎ ŀƴ INTERREG III C project in 2004. Two years later, the 

ECRN was set up as a permanent association under German law and with a network secretariat in 

Brussels. The aim was to further build on the added value provided by a strong joint representation 

of the common interests in the EU decision-making process and by working on joint solutions 

concerning common challenges: To raise more awareness for the regional dimension of chemicals 

policy with those involved in the shaping of policies in Europe, to find efficient ways to implement EU 

legislation, to improve the competitiveness of the chemical regions and therefore safeguard the 

sustainable development of chemical sites, to use new framework conditions in a most efficient way 

and, and to cope with changes of business structures and culture and globalization. 

¢ƘŜǎŜ ƻǾŜǊŀƭƭ ŀƛƳǎ ǿŜǊŜ ŀƭǎƻ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŦƻŎǳǎ ƻŦ нллфΩǎ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘƛŜǎ ŀƴŘ ŀŎƘƛŜǾŜƳŜƴts as this report will 

make clear. As thematic priorities, the ECRN has decided to put a special focus on the areas of 

innovation, logistics and skills development as they currently are of special importance for the 

European chemical regions. 

By the end of 2009 the network consisted of 20 member regions from 9 different European countries 

(see Annex I). Present ECRN President is the Minister of Economy and Labour of Saxony-Anhalt, Dr. 

Reiner Haseloff.  
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III. Activities and achievements in 2009 

 

III.1 Offering a platform for exchange of information and best practice: ECRN events in 2009 

 

Enabling and facilitating exchange of opinion and experience among the ECRN members and with 

other chemical stakeholders is an essential task of the ECRN. That is why the network also in 2009 

regularly organized different events where members could easily get in touch with each other and 

with representatives from industry, European and national institutions, science and associations. The 

ECRN external events with participants from all over Europe furthermore increased even further the 

European-wide recognition of the network as the stakeholder of the regional interests in the 

European chemical sector. 

 

A. Internal meetings 

The ECRN looks back on four productive meetings of the Permanent Working Group (PWG) in 2009: 

On 6th February in Milano/Lombardy (host: Lombardy), on 12th June in Brussels (host: Cheshire), on 

18th September in Brussels (host: ECRN-Office) and on 18th November, also in Brussels (host: North 

Rhine-Westphalia). 

At these meetings, ECRN members were informed on recent activities and events of the network by 

the Director of the ECRN Secretariat according to the annual working plan, they prepared the 

meetings of the Executive Board and the General Assembly and discussed upcoming projects and 

initiatives. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In order to enable a most effective dialogue on specific topics of special ECRN relevance, in 2009 the 

ECRN set up the idea of establishing specific working groups. Facing the vivid interest of some 

members in deeper engagement in area of skills, the first working group was set up on skills 

development and met for the first time on 17th September 2009, following a public skills meeting 

with external stakeholders in February (see below) and an internal skills discussion within the PWG 

meeting in June.  

  

Permanent Working Group in 

February 2009 
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On 19th February 2009, the annual ECRN General Assembly Meeting took place in the Scotland 

House in Brussels. It was ǘƘŜ ƴŜǘǿƻǊƪΩǎ most important internal event of the year, since the General 

Assembly decided officially on working and budget plan of the association, and on the strategic 

direction the network should take for the year to come. The high number of participants from all 20 

ECRN member regions and the vivid contributions and comments during the meeting underlined 

once more the ŀǘǘǊŀŎǘƛǾŜƴŜǎǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 9/wb ƴŜǘǿƻǊƪ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎΩ ǿƛƭƭ ǘƻ actively contribute to 

the further development and growth of the network. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Apart from the PWG meetings and the General Assembly, meetings of the ECRN Executive Board 

took place in April and November (16th April and 6th November). Among the decisions taken by the 

Board was the final adoption of two joint ECRN declarations which were then addressed to European 

policymakers and chemical stakeholders on the occasion of the HLG-Follow-up Conference in Ústí 

nad Labem in April and the 7th Congress of the European Chemical Regions in Liège in November. The 

declarations will be mentioned in more detail below. Furthermore, at the Executive Board meeting 

on 6th November in Liège, not only the approval of a latest funding application project could be 

announced, in which many ECRN members are involved, but ECRN President Dr. Reiner Haseloff also 

informed the Board members on the official application for ECRN membership of a new chemical 

region. After having gone through the approval procedure, the ECRN will probably welcome its 21st 

member at the beginning of 2010. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

ECRN General Assembly Meeting 

February 2009 

Executive Board Meeting in Ústí, 
April 2009 
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Apart from the meetings mentioned above, also bilateral meetings between the ECRN Secretariat 

and individual member regions regularly took place over the year in Brussels and in the regions. In 

these bilateral meetings specific needs and strategies of the regions could be addressed in a more 

informal and individual way and the results be presented at the PWG meetings.  

Summarizing the different internal ECRN events of 2009, it can be said that through the regular 

personal contacts, the exchange of experience and the joint development of strategic priorities and 

projects on the basis of these meetings, in 2009 ECRN members have developed even closer ties with 

each other and thereby put the cooperation within the network on even an higher level. 

 

B. Public events 

The most important public ECRN event in the first half of the year 2009 was the Follow-up 

Conference to the High Level Group on the Chemical Industry, which took place in April and which 

will be presŜƴǘŜŘ ƛƴ ƳƻǊŜ ŘŜǘŀƛƭ ǳƴŘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ƛǘŜƳ άIƛƎƘ [ŜǾŜƭ DǊƻǳǇέ ōŜƭƻǿΦ 

Referring to the fact that skills is one of the three priority issues for the ECRN, in February, the ECRN 

organized a stakeholder meeting for the area of skills development and lifelong learning. 

Representatives from the European social partners, industry and the chemical regions met in 

Brussels to discuss possibilities for cooperation in the field of skills development. This meeting set the 

basis for an (internal) follow-up meeting on skills in June and the first meeting of an ECRN skills 

working group in September, as mentioned above. 

LƴƴƻǾŀǘƛƻƴ ōŜƛƴƎ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ǾŜǊȅ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ŦƻŎǳǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƴŜǘǿƻǊƪΩǎ ŀŎǘƛǾƛties, in the second half of 2009 

two important public events were devoted to this topic: The first innovation event took place in 

September, when ECRN in cooperation with member region Catalonia and Essenscia Wallonie 

organized a seminar on innovation in Brussels. Speakers and participants from regions, clusters, 

associations and chemical industry discussed cross innovation, innovation networks and open 

innovation in chemical regions. The seminar was combined with a guided tour through the exhibition 

pǊƻƧŜŎǘ ά[ƛǾƛƴƎ ¢ƻƳƻǊǊƻǿέ in Vilvoorde where innovative and sustainable ways of future life and 

work environments were impressively presented in order to attract young people to the field of 

chemicals. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 ECRN Seminar participants at α[ƛǾƛƴƎ 

Tomorroǿά ŜȄƘƛōƛǘƛƻƴ ŎŜƴǘŜǊ 
ECRN Seminar on innovation in September 2009 
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As the highlight of the second half of the year, also the 7th Congress of the European Chemical 

Regions put innovation in the main focus. The congress took place on 6th November in Liège and was 

co-organized with member region Wallonia. ¦ƴŘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ƘŜŀŘƛƴƎ ά/ƘŜƳƛŎŀƭ wŜƎƛƻƴǎ ς incubators for 

ƛƴƴƻǾŀǘƛƻƴέ ƳƻǊŜ ǘƘŀƴ млл ŎƘŜƳƛŎŀƭ ǎǘŀƪŜƘƻƭŘŜǊǎ ŦǊƻƳ ŀƭƭ ƻǾŜǊ 9ǳǊƻǇŜ ǊŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘƛƴƎ ǊŜƎƛƻƴŀƭΣ 

national and European institutions, industry, science and associations discussed in different panels 

with high-level speakers in what ways European regions are moving forward to implement innovative 

and sustainable ways to ensure competitiveness of the chemical sector. An ECRN Congress 

Declaration on current economic challenges was adopted and distributed among the participants, 

which will mentioned in more detail below. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Taking into account the current important political and structural changes in Europe after the 

Parliamential elections in June, the coming into power of the Lisbon Treaty and the new European 

Commission about to assume office in January 2010, in November 2009 the ECRN organized a 

seminar on recent policy developments in cooperation with member region North Rhine-Westphalia 

in Brussels. Two representatives from the European Parliament and from CEFIC, thus representing 

the political and chemical ƭƻōōȅƛǎǘΩǎ Ǉƻƛƴǘ ƻŦ ǾƛŜǿΣ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŜŘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŜȄǇŜŎǘŀǘƛƻƴǎ 

and activities concerning European developments in the years to come and also got actively engaged 

in the following debate with seminar participants.  

 

  

7th Congress of the European Chemical 

Regions 

Michael Hack, Director of ECRN Secretariat, with Vice-

President of the Walloon Government and Minister of 

Economy, Jean-Claude Marcourt 


















